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PUBLIC USE OF THE LIBRARY POLICY 

 

SECTION 10: COLLECTION MANAGEMENT 
Part 1: Materials Selection 
 
The authority and responsibility for the selection of library materials are 
delegated to the library director and, under his or her direction, to additional staff 
members who are qualified for this activity. No employee may be disciplined or 
dismissed for the selection of library materials when the selection is made in 
good faith and in accordance with the written policy required to be established 
pursuant to Illinois Library Law. Suggestions from patrons are welcome and will 
be considered using the same criteria as all other selections.   
 
Materials will be selected in a variety of formats including, but not limited to, print, 
video, sound recording, and electronic media. Each type of material must be 
considered in terms of its own excellence and the audience for whom it is 
intended. No single standard can be applied in all cases. Some materials may be 
judged primarily in terms of artistic merit, scholarship, or value to humanity; 
others are selected to satisfy the informational, recreational, or educational 
interests of the community.  Selection for the adult collections will not be inhibited 
by the possibility that materials may inadvertently fall into the hands of children.  
An open shelf policy will be followed at all times. 

 
Reviews in professionally recognized periodicals are a primary source for 
materials selection. Standard bibliographies, book lists by recognized authorities, 
including best seller lists, and the advice of competent people in specific subject 
areas also will be used. 
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